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TRACK HAS A SUCCESSFUL INDOOR SEASON
written by Maggiesamples March 17, 2022

Several members of the Harding University track team hosted a multi-meet for the heptathletes and decathletes and
participated in the Indoor National Championship in Pittsburgh, Kansas, over spring break.
Sophomore Sierra White, Kinga Szarzynska, senior Austin Parrish, freshman Kylor Aguilar and sophomore Dorian
Chaigneau represented Harding at the NCAA Division II Indoor National Championships on March 11-12. Senior
Matt Hipshire won the men’s decathlon, and freshman Sofie Reitbauer won at the Harding-hosted meet for
heptathletes and decathletes on March 7-8.
“Sierra White earned Harding’s first ever All-American in the indoor women’s pole vault with a 7th place finish,”
assistant track coach Jessica Withrow said. “Kinga Szarzynska placed 17th in the women’s 800-meter run.”
Aguilar, Parrish and Chaigneau all competed in the pole vault at the championship. Aguilar placed 12th, Parrish
placed 7th and Chaigneau placed 4th. Parrish and Chaigneau also earned All-American status.
The track team is now beginning their outdoor season and will be competing almost every weekend until the end of
the season.
“We will begin our outdoor season after spring break,” head coach Don Hood said. “We will host a meet here on
March 19 and again on April 9.”
White said that in preparation for the March 19 home meet, the team has worked out over the break and will continue
to participate in their regular training regimen. White said Hood trusted the team to stay in shape over the break and
be prepared to continue competing at the same skill level in the outdoor season as the team had in the indoor
season.
“This home meet is a good way for everyone to get to compete and start off the outdoor season strong, so I know
we’re all looking forward to it.” White said.
Withrow said she hoped the track team would be supported at this meet and that the Harding student body would be
present on March 19.
“Our track team had a very successful indoor season with lots of personal bests, broken school records and taking
five to indoor nationals,” Withrow said. “We are ready for outdoor season and look forward to competing at
conference and nationals.”

ALUMNA HAYLEY WALDRON VISITS CAMPUS TO SPEAK
TO THE HONORS COLLEGE
written by Tiane Davis March 17, 2022

Harding alumna Hayley Waldron visited campus the week before spring break to share her story about how one
accident caused her to switch from pursuing a career in counseling to being a full-time nurse at the hospital and at
home.
Waldron’s husband, Harrison Waldron, was in an ATV accident Aug. 14, 2015, and while his body has not allowed
him to move or speak since, his brain has been as sharp as ever. Waldron visited campus March 1 to share the
changes she has had to face and the path of growth she has taken since the accident.
“We had this idea of what we wanted our lives to look like, and they don’t look like that,” Waldron said. “It probably
took three or four years to find my new normal.”
Assistant professor of English Dr. Heath Carpenter invited Waldron to the Harding Honors House to talk about her
experiences and how Harding prepared her for her calling in nursing. Waldron’s good friend Chloe Hoffmann, who
has known her since their first day at Harding, was on campus with her the day she visited. Hoffmann spoke of how
much Waldron has grown since the accident.
“She has really transformed into the most compassionate person I have ever known,” Hoffmann said. “If I have a
critique or a comment on anything, she helps me reframe it in the lens of compassion, empathy and understanding.”
Hoffmann said Waldron’s response to her husband’s accident changed her whole perspective on love.
“It really gave me this realization of how much you have to lose once you are committed to another person,”
Hoffmann said. “She changed my mind in so many ways and helped me be less fearful of what I have to lose and
more grateful for what I have to gain.”
Carpenter said he and Dean of University College Kevin Kehl wrote and received a grant in the spirit of having
conversations of meaning, purpose and calling on a college campus. He said he invited Waldron to speak to ask her
questions like “What is the good life?” and “How does a Harding education contribute to it?”
“I want students to quit thinking about ‘calling’ as this one job that they will get when they graduate, and instead start
to say, ‘Here are my unique superpowers, and I want to discern the characteristics of my calling so that I can pick it
up and house it into a lot of different professional contexts in which I feel like I’m flourishing and benefiting everyone
around me,’” Carpenter said. “I thought [Waldron] was a perfect fit for that.”
Waldron said her experiences with her new career, as well as taking care of her husband, have shown her how
important God is to having a fulfilling life.

“I believe that the Holy Spirit, my helper, helped me in ways I didn’t even realize and probably don’t realize today,”
Waldron said. “I feel like I have a better understanding of who he is: My creator.”
Waldron said her husband’s outlook throughout their whole marriage has given her a fresh perspective of what faith
should look like.
“He said God was the only one that could hear him, so he prayed,” Waldron said. “He uses every opportunity he can
to be encouraging, even though he has every reason to be mad.”

STUDENTS TRAVEL TO TROPICAL LOCATIONS FOR
SPRING BREAK VACATIONS
written by Hannahhackworth March 17, 2022

For many Harding students, spring break is spent in Florida or Colorado, but that was not the case for a few students
this year. Juniors Kelcy Mayes, Matti Brown and Carly Slate vacationed in Hawaii. Mayes said the idea came up last
September.
“I was in the midst of the infamous first semester of nursing school and called my parents one day when I was at my
wit’s end,” Mayes said. “They suggested it, and the trip was booked shortly after. Both my brothers live there, and I
have always wanted to visit, so when I was on the phone with my parents we all agreed that would be good for me.”
The trio spent most of their time relaxing at the beach.
“We surfed a couple days, but we weren’t any good, but the experience was so fun,” Mayes said. “I had just told my
brothers we wanted to experience their lives, so we just went with them to everything. We got to go to church with
the boys on Sunday, and that was honestly one of my favorite parts. It was an outdoor church, and there were kids
climbing a tree right in front of us. We met so many people that loved my brothers, which was so sweet to see.”
Seniors Bob Plunket, Jackson DeJarnette, Smith Ogden and Dalton Bennett also spent their week in Hawaii on the
island of Kauai after being invited by Ogden’s family.
“As our last spring break, we decided to go big,” Plunket said. “We did a boat tour of the Na Pali coast, visited the
Kauai Coffee Plantation, and visited the northernmost tip of Hawaii, where there is a lighthouse and bird sanctuary.
We saw Waimea Canyon, which was beautiful, and spent a lot of time on the beach reading, snorkeling and playing
spikeball.”
Plunket said the group didn’t have to do much planning.
“Smith’s parents used to own a timeshare on Kauai and absolutely love it there,” Plunket said. “Thus, his mom pretty
much planned the whole thing, just kept asking us if everything was okay, which of course it was. They are the
kindest people in the world.”
Traveling to a different tropical location, seniors Addison Boyle, Madeline Elliott, Parker Smitherman, Madeline
Rubio, Layne Turley and Elaine Halpenstill soaked up the sun in Cancún, Mexico.
“All of our friends did PowerPoint presentations on where we should go, and Layne Turley, and I pitched Cancún,”
Boyle said. “We got the most votes so that’s where we went. We mainly just sat on the beach and ate really good
food. One of my favorite memories from the trip was all of us getting on stage and singing karaoke.”
The intense planning was well worth it in the end for the group.

“It was a little nerve-racking planning a trip out of the country, but the resort and airlines were so easy to do that it
made it less stressful,” Boyle said. “I would totally do it again. You only live once, why not go to Cancún?”

HARDING STUDENTS GO ON SPRING BREAK MISSION
TRIPS
written by Sara McClaran March 17, 2022

While many Harding students spent their spring breaks serving in places like California, Arizona, Nicaragua and
Mexico, 15 students stayed on Harding’s campus.
“I wanted to spend my spring break serving others,” freshman Isabella Paul said. “I have to admit, originally, I only
chose to stay in Searcy for spring break missions because it cost the least amount of money. But as we started
having team meetings, I began to get excited about serving the Searcy community.”
While here, the students worked with 100 Families, Timothy Hill Ranch and New Horizons food pantry among many
other organizations, helping out and learning how each organization serves the Searcy community.
“It is our home while we are at Harding,” Paul said. “The people of Searcy are our people. How can we be a light to
the world if we are not a light to them?”

Senior Emma Hayes said even though Searcy has many churches and a Christian college, the statistics of people
experiencing homelessness, low income and drug use are still high.
“I’m a big advocate for loving others where we are presently, however you can love, wherever you are, right now.”
Hayes said.
Most students come to Harding for four years and don’t spend much time in the Searcy community, sophomore
molecular and cellular biology major Kaelyn Evans said. Evans said she believed she had taken Searcy for granted
before.
“People think they have to go across seas to help others, but that’s not true,” Evans said. “While those are equally
important, I also believe that we cannot forget about those that are struggling everyday that we see on a regular
basis.”
Hayes, one of the trip leaders, said how people talk about a trip can affect how they perceive the people affected by
it.
“Some people that I highly respect have encouraged me to use ‘vision trip’ rather than ‘mission trip,’” Hayes said.
“Good intentions, bad execution. When we say mission trip, it sounds like we have something to offer others that
they wouldn’t receive otherwise. In pride, I have often believed that when I go to a place locally or foreign, I’m
bringing Jesus there.”
Hayes said students get to be Jesus’ hands and feet. When they say “vision” trip, Hayes said, it allows for the people
that were once thought as a project to fix to become one with them.
“It’s very important to humbly approach work in love and be able to leave vision trips with a new vision, something to
unpack, something that expands our worldview, not something that allows us to pat ourselves on the back and check
off and move on,” Hayes said. “It should break us a little more and give us eyes to see others as Jesus does.”

LOCAL SWIM CENTER HOSTS CANCER RESEARCH
FUNDRAISER
written by Sophierossitto March 17, 2022

The Searcy Swim Center partnered with a national charity to host a fundraiser earlier this month to raise money for
cancer research, marking the first time this charity has held an event in Arkansas.
The swim center hosted a community swim day from 9 a.m. to noon, and organizers raised nearly $3,000 as part of
a fundraiser for Swim Across America (SAA), a national organization that holds events to support cancer research,
according to the event’s website page.
Bald Knob resident Lisa Floryshak, who helped plan the fundraiser, said people who pre-registered could participate
in pool activities such as relay races, swimming laps and more.
“I love doing charity events when I get a chance to,” Floryshak said. “I think it’s really good for the community, and I
think it’s really good for the people that are involved in it.”
Organizers raised $2,926 of their $10,000 goal as of March 9, according to the event page. SAA Vice President of
Partnerships Craig Beardsley said his charity would combine the money with funds from other pool swims to support
young scientists who needed funding to do cutting-edge cancer research.
Floryshak said this fundraiser was especially important to her because she had spent the last two years as the
primary caregiver of a loved one who had been diagnosed with stage four cancer. Floryshak said she struggled
watching her loved one suffer from the illness, and she often turned to swimming to take breaks and refresh her
mind.
“Swimming was where I could bury pain,” Floryshak said.
People who signed up for the fundraiser received their own private pages on the SAA website through which they
could request donations by sharing the web page links with friends and family members, Floryshak said.

In the week leading up to the community swim, the SAA held other activities at the swim center, Floryshak said. On
Feb. 28, children on the Searcy Sharks swim team played games with ice cubes, rubber duck and other objects
while learning about cancer awareness.
Senior Jakob Aziamov participated in a 5:30 a.m. workout with the Searcy Masters, a swimming fitness group for
adults, on March 3 as part of the SAA fundraiser. Aziamov said he enjoyed supporting a good cause through an
activity he is passionate about.
“I also really like a good workout challenge,” Aziamov said.
Floryshak, who is originally from New York, said she has competed in a couple of open swims with SAA and
appreciates their enthusiasm for doing charity work in different communities. Floryshak said she and former Searcy
Swim Center aquatics manager Claire Bristow began planning the fundraiser several months ago.
Although Beardsley did not attend the event, he said he was excited that the SAA held a fundraiser in Arkansas for
the first time and was thankful for the connections he had formed with people in the state.
“Searcy and the whole community were great,” Beardsley said. “And first year there, everything was wonderful.”

LADY BISONS BASKETBALL SEASON RECAP
written by Jacobmooney March 17, 2022

Written by Jake Mooney
The Lady Bison basketball team ended their 2021-22 season on Feb. 26 against Henderson State.
The women’s basketball team ended their season with a record of 18-9 and a conference record of 14-8. This
allowed them to qualify for the Great American Conference (GAC) tournament.
Though the season ended with the team in a really good position going into the tournament, the season didn’t start
that way. The season began on Nov. 12, 2021, against Emporia State. The Lady Bisons lost their first game of the
season in the Rhodes Reaves Field House, and the next couple of games were a toss-up to how the team would
perform, but slowly they started to gain traction on the hardwood heading into the spring part of the season.

“We began the preseason out of shape and had to spend a lot of time trying to address that,” women’s basketball
head coach Tim Kirby said. “After the Christmas break, we got a little more consistent and won seven in a row and
put ourselves in second place with a week to go in the season.”
Fast forward to the spring semester, the team got on a hot streak that led to the Bisons having an 8-10 record to start
the spring. The streak would continue through the rest of the season.
“I am proud of this team and feel as though we had many good moments despite the ups and downs of the season,”
senior guard Hannah Collins said. “We have grown in many areas on the court but most of all we have grown closer
together.”
Sophomore forward Sage Hawley said the team grew close together during the journey.
“You couldn’t ask for a better group to play with,” Hawley said. “We have grown individually and together, which has
shown in the court.”
Kirby said one thing that he has seen during the season is that the women really like each other, and spend a lot of
time together.
Going into the GAC tournament, the team is looking to outplay their opponents. Collins said they know they can
outwork any competition they come across and have shown they can throughout this season.
“If we play hard for 40 minutes, we know we have the ability to beat any team we play and ultimately reach our goal
of being GAC champions,” Collins said. “But as of right now, our mindset is to take it one game at a time and to take
each game one play at a time.”
The idea of being dominant reigns throughout the locker room this postseason.
Hawley said being dominant is the only thought the team members have in their minds while heading into the
tournament.

PROFESSOR OF MUSIC USES BACKGROUND TO TEACH
STUDENTS
written by Ben Lane March 17, 2022

Any given morning, one may wake to Muslim prayer calls, listen to Chinese at the local market or encounter a Hindu
celebration before afternoon in Malaysia’s eclectic mix of ethnicities and cultures.
Dr. Alyssa Koay, assistant professor of music, lived in Malaysia until she moved to the U.S. at 12 years old.
“It’s a lot of these kinds of different cultures blending together that I think has informed me, my perspective of music
and the way that I play,” Koay said.
Koay, who is ethnically Chinese, said her various influences during childhood, and especially her ethnicity,
permeates her method of teaching music. Though there are no Chinese pieces in classical piano, Koay said,
Chinese music uses symbolism and storytelling which she uses to teach students pieces.

Her students often understand the form of classical songs, but Koay said they struggle to “make something else out
of it,” so Koay teaches students to understand pieces through storytelling. They begin by analyzing the form of a
piece and parallel aspects to storytelling. One of her students pictures a desolate forest while he plays, Koay said, so
she encourages him to imagine the leaves. Are they dying, blooming or blowing in a breeze? What does another
angle of the forest show? These conceptions add layers to pieces students otherwise would not have known.
“You’re examining different points of view,” Koay said. “Music is never just static. It moves. It does something else.”
After completing high school in Connecticut, Koay enrolled at Harding and graduated in 2008. She earned her doctor
of musical arts in piano performance as a classically trained pianist at University of Colorado in Boulder and moved
to Malaysia to teach in 2012 after being offered a position at the International College of Music in Kuala Lumpur. She
later married and moved to Singapore, where she continued teaching piano until 2021 and began teaching at
Harding.
Koay said teaching at Harding has been one of her goals since graduating from the University of Colorado because
she feels like it is a place that was very integral in making her who she was. She developed a thick skin during high
school, and when she came to Harding, people accepted her and allowed her to be open and not worry about
impressing people, Koay said.
Koay co-teaches world music with Dr. Andrew Cook, associate professor of music, teaches piano lab and
accompanies voice students such as junior Elaina Parker, who said Koay’s presence on stage and in class is
calming and Koay’s teaching has increased her knowledge of Chinese music.
“It is cool to know about the different types of music because when you are a musician you play all different kinds,”
Parker said. “And it helps to know where that comes from and understand it more.”
Cook said the world music course was developed so students could understand music played throughout the world
and enable them to see music from a non-western perspective. Koay brings a perspective and both a learned and
lived experience which enables her to talk with authority and expertise on subjects, he said.
“She’s a phenomenal addition to our faculty, both from having a new and different perspective and also the fact that
she’s a really great musician,” Cook said.

CAB HOSTS WEEKLY BINGO NIGHTS
written by Ethanconn March 17, 2022

The Harding Campus Activities Board (CAB) provides many activities on campus over a semester. Currently, CAB
hosts bingo nights at Late-Night Caf in the Charles White Dining Hall on Tuesday nights. These bingo nights last
from 9-9:30 p.m., and prizes are awarded to the winners. Senior CAB student director Coleman Bevill described
CAB’s inspiration behind the bingo nights.
“We wanted to make Late-Night Caf something that could be fun for a lot of people,” Bevill said. “There’s a lot of
weeknights where you might not have anything to do, and then you feel kind of weird being in your dorm, so it gives
people a reason to get out.”
In the spirit of fairness, if an individual wins once, they do not get to play again. Bevill explained that this is to keep
people from getting frustrated that they keep losing and to keep the same people from collecting all the prizes. Prizes
are awarded by the spinning of the prize wheel and range from a firm handshake to a free meal voucher.

Bingo nights have been well received by the student body. Sophomore Violet Brentham said she enjoys having
something to do with friends.
“It is a great place for your friends to come together and just have a grand ole time,” Brentham said.
The CAB is also holding a trivia tournament this semester. The start date for the tournament is March 21. It could be
a one-night event or span multiple nights depending on the number of teams that sign up. The grand prize for the
winners is $100 in dining dollars for each member of the team. Bevill said she is excited to bring back the trivia
tournament for another year.
“We’ve done it before, and it is just a lot of fun,” Bevill said. “In the past, we had a bunch of people doing it, and I
think ideally, we would like to have a bunch of people doing it. The more people doing our events means the more
people have fun because our events are fun, and that is exactly what CAB is for. It’s for having fun campus
activities.”
Harding students such as junior Eryn Hayner are embracing the competitive aspect of the tournament.
“I love winning,” Hayner said. “It makes you feel very smart.”
The sign-up sheet is located in the CAB office in the back of the student center. On the sign-up sheet, a team will
provide a team captain, an email address and the number of people on the team. Once signed up, CAB will email the
teams with more details.

BISONS FOR CHRIST TO TAKE PLACE MARCH 30
written by Kayleightritschler March 17, 2022

With the help of Rock House Ministries, College Church will host their annual service event, Bisons for Christ.
“It is a day of service that we connect college students with volunteer opportunities in a way for them to get service
hours,” senior Mallory Prior, Christians in Action intern for the Rock House, said. “It’s just a day that encourages
students to get together and serve the community that we live in for nine months out of the year. Searcy does so
much for us that we don’t even realize.”
This event — occurring March 30 —is for groups of friends, social clubs and organizations on campus or individuals
who have a heart to serve their community.

“We take anybody and everybody,” Prior said. “We have bigger projects for groups and social clubs, but not just
social clubs. We also have specific projects set aside for individuals who want to serve, but not necessarily know
anybody. If they just want to help out, we can stick them just about anywhere.”
On the day of the event, volunteers will be assigned to a certain project in Searcy, and at the end of the day every
volunteer will come back together for dinner.
“Oftentimes, students will sign up with a group of friends, and then they will be given a project to do on the afternoon
of that Wednesday before coming together with all who served to enjoy a fellowship meal from the Rock House,”
Rock House interim college minister Grant Fitzhugh said.
Participating in Bisons for Christ can impact the volunteers even more than those being served. It is a time for
service, but also building stronger relationships within groups and organizations.
“I love to see other people in the community come together to serve and to see their passion for caring for others,”
junior Carli Slayton, a Bisons for Christ participant, said. “I also love getting to serve alongside friends and people of
the Harding community to grow our relationships with each other through a common goal.”
Every year, Bisons for Christ picks a theme and a passage to go along with the event. The theme this year is “Love
Like This,” based on 1 John 3:16-18.
“The idea is that Jesus calls us to love like he does, in sacrifice and service, in deed and in truth,” Fitzhugh said. “Our
leadership team at the Rock House chose this theme because we felt this passage embodies what Bisons for Christ
is all about as we seek to show our love for our neighbors like Jesus did.”
Signups for group and individual volunteers are on Pipeline until the day before the event. A link for signing up can
also be found on the Rock House Ministry Instagram page.

BISON BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL PLAY SPRING BREAK
GAMES
written by Ciannajay March 17, 2022

Both the Harding baseball and softball teams played several games across multiple locations during spring break.
The baseball team played against Ouachita Baptist in a doubleheader at home, traveled to Jackson, Tennessee, to
play against Union University and ended the week with a doubleheader against Henderson State in Arkadelphia,
Arkansas. The Bisons lost each of these games.
Head baseball coach Patrick McGaha said the Bisons started the season well, winning eight out of nine games, but
later injuries to the pitchers caused struggles for the bullpen. McGaha said that the team needs more consistency at
the plate for the rest of the season and younger pitchers stepping up and performing well when given the opportunity.
Despite their recent losses, McGaha is still confident in the team’s capability. Since the season is only a third of the
way through, he said that there’s still time for the team to play well.

“We have a great group of young men,” McGaha said. “Our defense has been outstanding so far this season, and if
we continue to play defense at this level it will give us a chance to win most games.”
Senior infielder David Butterfield said that though the games over break were losses, the team is looking to turn
things around in their games against Oklahoma Baptist this weekend. The first two games are tomorrow, March 19,
one at 1 p.m. and the other at 4 p.m. The third is March 20 at 1 p.m. These games will be home games played in the
Jerry Moore Field.
Butterfield also spoke on how the experience of remaining at Harding over the break was helpful for team building.
“Staying in Searcy over spring break is always a good time,” Butterfield said. “The best part … is just being able to
spend more time with teammates outside of practice and games.”
The softball team faced a mixture of wins and losses over spring break. The Lady Bisons lost one game to Ouachita
Baptist in Arkadelphia, Arkansas, and a doubleheader against Arkansas Tech in Russellville, Arkansas. But the team
also won five games: two against Ouachita Baptist and three home games against Henderson State.
Head softball coach Ashley Reeves said that after playing 23 games on the road, the constant traveling played a part
in their losses at the beginning of the conference.
“I think we were just a little worn out from traveling,” Reeves said. “But I think … being home helped just a little bit.”
Reeves said she feels good about where the team is now and their potential for the rest of the season.
“We’re just kind of coming into figuring out who we are as a … young team,” Reeves said. “The girls are, you know,
doing a really good job of hitting and pitching. Defense is coming around.”
Junior infielder Nicole Shano said she is excited for the rest of the season.
“The team is amazing, and we have the talent to win the whole thing,” Shano said. “I am so excited to see where we
go and what we do, and it is always fun playing the sport you love with the people you love the most.”
The softball team’s next game is today at 5 p.m. in Shawnee, Oklahoma, against Oklahoma Baptist.

